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Table 11: Negative constructions in Torres–Banks languages:
Prohibitive constructions and standalone negations

Clausal prohibitive Standalone prohibitive Negative existential Standne nondumitive Standne dilatory prohve

‘Don’t do X !’ ‘Don’t!’ = Standalone negation ‘Not yet.’ ‘Don’t yet! Wait!’

Hiw tati X² ~ takə X² təɣɔ təɣɔ tɔkʷe (kʷe)tukʷe
Lo-Toga tatə X² ~ mit X² tatəɣɛ tatəɣɛ takʷɛ meləkʷɛ
Lehali sɛv X² tɛtɣɛ tɛtɣɛ ~ tɛtɣɔsɔn tɔkʷɔ tɔkʷɔ vɔtjæ
Löyöp tɛt X² tɔ mɛp ʧɛk ͡pʷɛ ʧɛk ͡pʷɛ
Mwotlap (ni)tɔɣ X² nitɔɣ tatɛh tatɛh k ͡pʷɛtɛ makʊh
Volow sap X² sap tatɪh tatɪh tɛᵑg ͡bʷɛ magʊh
Lemerig ʔɔkiʔi X² ~ ʔɛn X² ʔɔkiʔi niv niv kiʔi(s) ʔɔkiʔi

~ (n)ʔɔɣ (ʔɛn) X²
Vera’a ʔɔvi(ʔi) X² ʔɔviʔi ɣitaɣ ɣitaɣ ʔɪn k ͡pʷɛʔi
Vurës mitV= X ~ kere X² nitɔɣ ɔⁿdiaŋ ɔⁿdiaŋ tɛn kɪti

~ nitɔɣ X²
Mwesen mɛtɛ X ~ nitɔɣ X² nitɔɣ ɛnɛŋ ɛnɛŋ vɪs turtɪk ͡pʷ
Mota nipea (we) X² nipea taɣai taɣai tuk ͡pʷe taɣai tuk ͡pʷe
Nume tɔɣ vɛ- X² tɔɣ ᵐbɛk ᵐbɛk tuk ͡pʷa tuk ͡pʷa

~ ᵐbɛk vaɛnti
Dorig tɔɣ v(a)- X ~ tɔɣ X² tɛ tɔɣ (ɔ)ᵐbɛk (ɔ)ᵐbɛk mlɪti tuk ͡pʷa (titi)

~ (v)tɛ X² tɛ
Koro t- X² wʊs ~ t- X² lɛr ? ᵐbɛk ᵐbɛk mɛlɛ tuk ͡pʷa
Olrat mɪtɪ X² lɛj sʊw taɣa taɣa mɛlɛ asval ti
Lakon mɪtɪ X² lɛː ta ta ta malɛ læwʊn tɔtɔ
Mwerlap (wɔ)tɔkɔr X² ~ tɔɣ X² tuɣutu tɪɣɪ tɪkʷɪtɛ ͡a tukʷɪtɛ ͡a ~ tukʷatu
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